r».‘ GREAT RIVERS

Margaret Smith — Exec . Director / Friends of Freedom Park
Randy Thoreson — National Park Service /RTCA



WIS

southeast of the Twin Cities.



e Project

S) hosted a St Paul conference to promote
At that meeting, several participants

hat we could loo e river at each other and despite
ional boundaries we sha mmon interests, opportunities,
rns. The idea of a “Great Rivers Confluence “ project was born!
Confluence Project members then met for the first time in June
Great River Road Visitor and Learning Center in Prescott WI
)- The ideas and interests took hold and for the last three years
roup has grown to many engaged partners very active on a
of topical Symposiums and activities. Check out our web



http://www.greatriversconfluence.org/

nutshell
JNGA Jec ~Strateg|c Planning Workshop

@)l sis T “Recognize and appreciate the confluence of the Mississippi
ts people, places, and stories through connections,
opportunities”

> M : “To fost nerships and connections across national,

[ local levels, and to create a iculate a common vision of education,
n and recreation at the con ce area of the Mississippi and St.

. This collaborative effort will work to: increase recognition and

n of this area; enhance existing resources; acquire funding for
onservation and recreation; and ensure that all people can enjoy these

e future”.

Great Rivers Confluence Advisory Group



; ties: Hastings,MN; Prescott, W],
N ; River Falls, WI

ence area: approx. 100 square miles !



/e Developed a Logo




GREAT PO\OI’;(/ERS

Outdoor

Recreation
Experience the sights,
sounds and seasons of the

Confluence by boat, bike,
or hike.

o

Mother

Nature
Explore the wildlife, walk a
trail, visit a park, and

taste our farm fresh
treats.

WHO WE ARE

EXPLORE

CONNECT MEDIA

Home  Contact Connect: 9

Culture

History

Discover historical
landmarks, railways, and
footprints left by glaciers,
and local art.

Stay
A While
After a fun day, enjoy local

cuisine, entertainment, and
unigue lodging.

["" Confluence

f Concierge
Get away and make a trip
to the Confluence.




bout Partners
the story

And then we started adding partners...



2artnerships Are Growing

local, state and federal agencies and
anizations, interest groups, and a whole
nteers! And the list is growing !
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Great River Road |
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Some Pics

Neo-Tropical Migrants Initiative
Friends Group
Birding Trail — Friends of Osa /Cost Rica

Natural Preservation Route /
Great River Road Route
2012 Nation’s Prettiest Drive !!

Eco Tourism / Recreation Brainstorming
at Symposium



National Park Service
t. Paul Labovitz/ MNRRA and Supt. Chris Stein / SACN

St. Croix River and Mississippi River coming together for a “Sister Park Agreement”.



Great Rlverx Confluence Project Symposium

Buik long and Across he Rivers
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'S next - FY13 ?

mposium to be held October 12, 2012 entitled: Commerce
5 — Bridging the Quad Cities of Afton, Hastings, Prescott, and River Falls

h of our website (although the soft launch has been

lesign and completion of tl

at Rivers Confluence “Interactive

articipation of the Sisters Parks “Neo-Tropical” migrants initiative,
ational Heritage Area , and Mississippi River Trail

e construction of Pt. Douglas Trail ( key 5 mile trail segment linking
countless miles of trail systems in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Other land and
water trails planning in Confluence area.

m  Eco-Tourism promotion and Natural Resources protection projects

=  More to come


http://www.greatriversconfluence.org/

Conclusion

Lessons Learned Wl uar o r 2l happen! Engage partners early
0 ask for help! Just add water | Have fun and

Best Practices . ning ; Building and Levemgmg Partnerships;

oS thmgs happen and the kind that wonders what happens” — Tommy Lasorda



July
zznd

Friday

Paddlers conclude a 17 day, full length
3:00 to 9:30 celebration of 100 years of the St Croix River Association
Flotilla begins at 8:30 Mississippi and St Croix National Park Superintendents
Save the Date! ride Voyageur canoes down 2 rivers to meet at the
confluence
Prescott The intemational Kinship of Rivers Project kicks off
at The River Flags are hung - later to be flown over the
Mercord Mill Yangtze River in Chunt wut et . .
We enjoy a Chinese tea ceremony and Chinese music
Park A We-no-nah canoe s raffled
‘The St. Croix River Association celebrates the Grand
Where the Finale of the “Be Moved by the River Paddle” and
St. Croix & dignitaries speak of the rivers’ value
Mississippi St. Croix Suite, a beautiful river tribute in poetry and song
Meet is performed
We enjoy Barbershop Quartet/ A Bass and Banjo
Duo/Americana music and food booths
Sponsors: Motor boats form an evening flotilla at 8:30
The Bergquist Company
Cernohous Chevrolet
First National Bank
Great Rivers Printing
MissCroix Yacht Harbor

Prescott Insurance
Ptacek’
Mike Toninato, DDS

City of Prescott
Friends of Freedom Park
Kinship of Rivers Project

St Croix River Association

D)







— A few Skills Used



Randy Thoreson®

Outdoor Recreation Planner
National Park Service, RTCA Prog
Phone: 651-293-8450
email: randy_thore:

Key Partng

Executive Directe

Great River Road Vi
Great Rivers Co



mailto:randy_thoreson@nps.gov
mailto:mhsmith@freedomparkwi.org




