
#HeritageArea30:  
Making a Difference 

National Heritage Areas and the 
National Park Service  

– a strong partnership  

 

 

 



   30 Years Ago: An idea 
 Illinois and Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor  



 
Today:  

30th Anniversary for the Illinois and Michigan Canal 
National Heritage Corridor  

 



49 National Heritage Areas in 32 States 
 

 "I have witnessed the growth and maturity of the heritage areas movement, and of individual 

heritage areas, and am convinced of their effectiveness,“ NPS Director Jon Jarvis.  



 
#HeritageArea30 

 
 

Social Media Campaign 

• Goal: Engaging Partners 

• Toolkit  

• Twitter 

• FaceBook 

• Inside NPS 

• Email Newsletters 

• Press Releases  

• Traditional Media  



NHA Newsletter 
highlighting I&M 30th 
Anniversary  

 

•  Announced Social 
Media Campaign to 
larger audience. 

 

•  Encouraged partners  
and NPS units to 
participate in the 
Anniversary. 

 

•  Reminded partners 
to attend webinar on 
the campaign and 
engage their partners.  





 
 
 
Sharing the Love 









Making the Case and Telling Stories 

 

 

• In 2013, NHAs leveraged approximately 
$48 million to the $16 million from NPS. 

 

 

• Collectively, NHAs awarded over 600 
grants for $4 million and engaged over 
60,000 volunteers.  

 

 



Preservation  
Snapshot 
 

$1 million in preservation 
grants and collectively 
preserved or maintained over 
100 historic properties. 

 

Stories: 

  

Rivers of Steel: Graffiti Art 

 

Wheeling NHA: Capitol Theatre 

 

Augusta Canal: Textile Mills   

 





Conserving Places for 
People  

 

$4 million in grants for land and 
water conservation projects and 
collectively restored over 1000 
acres of land through invasive 
species removal, replanting and 
site clean-up efforts on public 
lands.   

 

Stories: 

Hudson River Valley NHA 

Blue Ridge NHA 

Last Green Valley 

Yuma 

Schuylkill River NHA  

 





Heritage Education  
 
 

$2 million in grants for educational 
projects and offered over 400 unique 
educational programs. 

 

Illinois and Michigan Canal 

 

Essex National Heritage Area 

 

Northern Rio Grande National 
Heritage Area:  

 

National Aviation Heritage Area 

 

Journey Through Hallowed Ground. 

 

 

 





30 Years of Recreation: 
Something for Everyone  
 

$3 million in grants for recreation 
projects and developed 1133 new 
miles of on and off road trails. 
 

Illinois and Michigan Canal NHC 

 

Arabia Mountain 

 

Lackawanna Heritage Valley National 
Heritage Area 

 

Ohio and Erie Canalway NHC 

 

Champlain Valley National heritage 
Partnership 

 

Oil Region National Heritage Area 

 

Kenai Mountains Turnagain Arm NHA 






