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Building a Foundation:  
Zion National Park Foundation 
 
 



2007 

• Gas cost $3.38/gallon 
 

• Top News story: US Housing bubble bursts 
 

• Apple introduces the iPhone 
 

• Final Harry Potter Book is published 
 

• Best Picture: The Departed 
 

• Anna Nicole Smith  and Boris Yeltzin died 
 

• Irreplaceable by Beyonce 
 

• Sophia  and Aiden were top baby names 
 

• Indianapolis beat Chicago in the superbowl 



 
• Visitation= 2.5 million and rising 

quickly 
 

• ONPS budget= 6.6 million and not 
keeping pace 
 

• Staffing= approximately 150; lower 
than in 2001 
 

• Outreach and education contacts= 
dropping steadily since 1993 
 

• Zion had no way to fundraise 
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B u i l d i n g  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  



 
S ta r t i n g  S m a l l  
 

 

• Historic Frederick Dellenbaugh painting 

• Restoration of the historic Grotto House 

• Bighorn Sheep Protection 



 
• Align Goals with Park 

 
• Be Project Focused 

• Youth Initiative 
• Arts 
• Bighorn Sheep 

 
• Build Infrastructure 

• Dedicated Staffing  
• Donation Recognition Plan 

 
• Fundraise and Friendraise 

 

2 0 1 0  V i s i o n i n g   
 



 
• Membership 

 
• Mailings 

 
• License Plates 

 
• Spring Fundraiser 

 
• Fall Donor Recognition 

 
• Plein Air Art Invitational 

 
• Donations at the Register 

 
• Grant Matching 

F u n d ra i s i n g  a n d  F r i e n d ra i s i n g  
 



W h a t  Wo r ke d  
 

 
• Combined Vision 

 
• Joint Offices 

 
• Partnership Development 

 
• Targeted Fundraising 

 
• Overlap Staffing 

 
• Partnering with Others 

 
• Leveraging Grants 

 
 



L e s s o n s  L e a r n e d  
 

 
• Trying New Things yet Maintaining Focus 

 
• Realizing its More than just about Making Money 

 
• Getting the Staff Involved as much as Possible 

 
 

 



W h a t  I s  N ex t  
 

• Donor Recognition Exhibit 
 

• More Targeted Fundraising 
 

• More for the Sister Parks 
 

• Dollar Check-off 
 

• New Superintendent 
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Thank you  
Zion National Park 

Foundation! 
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