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Overview
Angeles NF Collaborative Transit to Trails
1. Urban Forest Interface in Los Angeles County
2. Transit to Trails projects into Forest
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Improving regional equity and environmental justice by expanding urban access to healthy outdoor recreation 
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Angeles NF & Congressional Districts at a Glance
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Los Angeles’ Urban Forest
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 Over 2.8 million visitors recreate on 
the ANF annually
 1.6 million people to hike 
 About 270,000 people downhill ski 
 Over 116,000 people camp and 

backpack 

Angeles NF - Recreation

Nature’s Benefits

 ANF contributes to local economies via work 
and opportunities on the Forest
 ~$114 million in labor income for wage earners 

and local businesses from ANF each year 

 ~1,920 jobs from ANF projects and employment
 ~$61 million spent locally by recreation visitors

Angeles NF – Local Economy
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 System roads
 County
 State

 Forest Service System 
Roads
 Paved
 Unpaved

 FS System Trails
 Motorized
 Non-Motorized

 SGMNM Access Portals

 Public Transportation

 Highways

 Metro Light Rail

Transportation System

6Poor Access to Nature: Impacts us all
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 Comprised of local governments, 
NGOs, volunteer organizations, 
private utility companies, DOT 
agencies and government partners

 Ad hoc committee groups include:
 Trails and Recreation
 Volunteer Engagement
 Conservation Education
 Transportation (such as Transit 

2 Trails)

45-member organization representing wide interests

San Gabriel Mountains Community Collaborative
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But First – How Did We Get Here?
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President Obama Designation October 10, 2014
The San Gabriel Mountains National Monument is the 
eighth Forest Service national monument. The Antiquities 
Act of 1906 grants the President or Congress the authority 
to designate national monuments in order to protect 
“objects of historic or scientific interest.”
It’s possible that in 2024, President Biden may designate an 
additional 109,000 acres to the SGMNM later this year.
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Transit 2 Trails – Working Groups
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Successfully Demonstrated Shuttle Pilots

1. Pasadena-Sam Merrill Trail
2. Arcadia-Chantry Flat
3. Duarte-Fish Canyon
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Shuttle: Duarte Fish Canyon
Departure: GL Duarte Station
Operator: City of Duarte

 First new T2Trails service to San Gabriel 
Mountains

 Apr-May 2016, Saturdays
 7 am-6 pm. Every 30 mins
 Funding: Measure R local return
 Fire damage closed trail; City to explore 

significant trail restoration. Will resume after.

Shuttle: Pasadena Sam Merrill Trail (Echo Mountain)
Departure: GL Memorial Park Station (Pasadena)
Operator: City of Pasadena

 Echo Mountain &  Inspiration Point Trails
 Fall 2018, Frequency: 30 min. Travel time: 23 min
 Partners: 5th District, SoCal Edison, Trust for Public 

Land, The Wilderness Society.

Successfully Demonstrated Shuttle Pilots
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Chantry Flat Pilot Shuttles
Shuttle: Pilot -Chantry Flat Shuttle 1.0 
Departure: GL Arcadia Station
Operator: US Forest Service, (transit contractor)

 Partners: The Wilderness Society, National Forest Foundation, 
REI

 Date: Sep. 2016, 3 weekends. 
 Frequency: 30-45 min.
 Travel time: 25 min, 1-way.

Shuttle: Pilot -Chantry Flat Shuttle 2.0
Departure: GL Arcadia Station
Operator: City of Arcadia,  First Transit (contractor)

 Partners: Nature for All, US Forest Service, National Forest 
Foundation, REI

 Date: Sep. 2019, 1 Saturday
 Frequency: 30-45 min. 3 shuttles. 
 Travel time: 25 min, 1-way.
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2016 Chantry Shuttle Pilot Project 
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Outreach & Social Media 
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Total Riders by Ethnicity 

166

10

100
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104

186

Riders by Ethnicity 

Asian= 29%

Black= 2%

Hispanic=18%

Native American=1%

Not Provided=18%

White=32%

Forest Service
Angeles National Forest
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Access to Parks - COVID era?  
Needed now more than ever
 In LA County:
 Tremendous public demand for the outdoors
 Revealing stark disparities in nature access
 Political will & funding aligning to act
 Desire for multi-benefit, innovative solutions

 LA is park-poor: Half of LA County lives in “park-poor” 
areas. Negative impacts:
 Environmental justice: 82% communities of color
 Poor public health: Childhood obesity, diabetes, 

air pollution, asthma
 Nature deficit: Losing next generation of 

environmental stewards
 Lack of transportation is #1/#2 barrier to L.A. outdoor 

access
 Need sustainable vehicle reduction: 4 million forest 

visitors
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The Opportunity: San Gabriel Mountains
 Connect diverse families to the Forest & National Monument 
 70% of LA County’s open space
 1 in 20 Americans: 17 million people within a 90-min. drive
 Transit-to-Trails: Connect the gap-public transit & public lands 
 Multi-benefits: Climate action, improve air quality & congestion, support 

local business districts, grow eco-tourism
 Tremendous public demand for the outdoors in LA County & 

congressional interest in addressing disparities in accessing nature
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Grant Application for Prop 68 – Phase IIa
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Proposed Routes – Mt Wilson Express
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Proposed Routes – Mt Wilson Express
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Proposed Routes – Continued
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Transit Opportunities into the Future
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Future Opportunities
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Questions?
 Angeles NF Homepage:  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/angeles/
 2019 Chantry Shuttle:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aTFg5NUDio&feature=youtu.be
 Nature for All Transit & Infrastructure Program
 https://lanatureforall.org/connections-to-nature/
 Contact me:  

Ricardo Lopez
Forest Engineer
ricardo.lopez2@usda.gov

25

https://www.fs.usda.gov/angeles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aTFg5NUDio&feature=youtu.be
https://lanatureforall.org/connections-to-nature/
mailto:ricardo.lopez2@usda.gov

	Angeles NF Collaborative �Transit to Trails (T2T)
	Overview
	Angeles NF & Congressional Districts at a Glance
	Los Angeles’ Urban Forest
	Nature’s Benefits
	Transportation System
	San Gabriel Mountains Community Collaborative
	But First – How Did We Get Here?
	Transit 2 Trails – Working Groups
	Successfully Demonstrated Shuttle Pilots
	Successfully Demonstrated Shuttle Pilots
	Chantry Flat Pilot Shuttles
	2016 Chantry Shuttle Pilot Project 
	Outreach & Social Media 
	Total Riders by Ethnicity 
	Access to Parks - COVID era?  �Needed now more than ever
	The Opportunity: San Gabriel Mountains
	Grant Application for Prop 68 – Phase IIa
	Proposed Routes – Mt Wilson Express
	Proposed Routes – Mt Wilson Express
	Slide Number 21
	Proposed Routes – Continued
	Transit Opportunities into the Future
	Future Opportunities
	Questions?

