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Origins of the 
Forest Reserves 

Transfer Act of 1905 ï

transferred the 
management of forest 
reserves from the General 
Land Office (DOI) to the 
Bureau of Forestry, 
henceforth known as the 
US Forest Service (1907)



Origins of the 
Forest Reserves 

ÅWhy?

ÅClear cuts; later led to 
Fires

ÅOvergrazing

ÅUnfettered mineral 
extraction

ÅLack of public access





1908 Act (25% fund)

Å25% of receipts from national 
forests

ÅFunding for schools and roads

ÅProportionate to % of national 
forest land in a county



SRS Created (2000) 

Å Congress found that:

Å NFS grown to 193 million acres 
since 1907

Å Fed ownership deprives local 
communities of revenue

Å Counties have expended funds that 
benefit federal lands

Å Timber sales have fallen 
dramatically

Å Judicial and admin. decisions 
based on NSO have limited harvest


